
 

 

Public Charge Proposal:  
What OUSD families need to know  

OVERVIEW 

For immigrants pursuing citizenship or residency in the U.S., the proposed Public Charge rule 

could potentially bar recipients of public benefits from obtaining legal status. It is critical that 

families know that if they have concerns about receiving benefits, before disenrolling they 

should speak with a lawyer. Furthermore, this proposed rule is unrelated to deportation and 

would not penalize the parents of children who receive any type of benefits (i.e. the lunch 

program at OUSD schools).  

KEY POINTS FOR IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 

1. Nothing has changed. This rule is only at the proposal stage. It could still be 

prevented and may be delayed significantly if it does pass.  

2. School-based benefits are not impacted in the proposed rule change. As such, the 

nutrition services (lunch program), school-based services and early childhood 

programs that serve immigrant students would not count against families. 

3. Certain groups such as refugees, asylees and students who receive DACA would 

be exempt if this rule is finalized.  

DETAILS: On October 10 2018, the Trump administration announced the proposed Public 
Charge Rule, which would prevent a much wider range of immigrants who receive public benefits 
from obtaining a green card. While a version of public charge currently exists, the proposed rule 
change would greatly expand the definition of ‘public charge’ to include non-citizens who 
participate in applicable health, nutrition or housing support programs OR who fall below the low 
and moderate income level (in addition to other factors).   

During the comment period, which ends on December 10th 2018, members of the public are 
encouraged to submit a comment which the government must then respond to. If a final rule is 
approved, there will be an additional waiting period before it is implemented.  

BOTTOM LINE: OUSD stands behind all of our students and will do 
everything possible to support families regardless of the decision.    
For more information: NILC’s Multilingual talking points  and Analysis/FAQs from PIF 

 

Please contact Nicole Knight, Executive Director of ELLMA, with inquiries: nicole.knight@ousd.org  

https://drive.google.com/a/ousd.k12.ca.us/file/d/0B77aDtrix1SlRHJPVUNaTXBRVlV0UndRTTZ2c285anR4OFJZ/view?usp=sharing
https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/#take-action
https://www.nilc.org/issues/economic-support/how-to-talk-about-public-charge-pif/
https://drive.google.com/a/ousd.k12.ca.us/file/d/0B77aDtrix1SlbXZfSHNzT1d1Y2NxeFlqcUd5bnZ4Ukd6NkRZ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:nicole.knight@ousd.org

